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You may need to reference a variety of sources in your paper. It is essential in MLA that those 
references be parenthetically cited. MLA follows the “author-page” formatting style for all 
sources—print and electronic. In the event that your source lacks an author, the citation will 
include a shortened version of the source’s title and a page number. If the author is mentioned in 

 

the signal phrase, the parenthetical reference will only contain the page number. 
 
Citation Guidelines 

Citing a Single Author: 

• “It is a 



Citing a Work by Three or More Authors: 

• “This chapter introduces and examines a model that is unfamiliar to many. The 
contemplative approach intentionally creates an environment that enables children to 
move at a slow pace, in relative quiet, so that they can reflect on a story from Scripture 
that helps them know who God is” (Carlson et al. 109). 

 
Citing a Long Work within an Anthology: 

• “No son is left with his father for Gilgamesh takes them all” (Gilgamesh 13). 
 
Citing a Source With No Author: 



signal phrase to the quote instead of listing him/her in the parenthetical reference. In that case, 
the author’s name will not appear in the parenthetical reference; only the page number is 
necessary. In a research paper, you may be presenting a fair amount of borrowed information. 
Because MLA encourages advanced writing, it is important to vary the structure by which you 
present this information. Some ways to do that are to mention the author in the signal phrase and 
also to paraphrase the author’s original sentence. 

 
Remember: ALL borrowed information MUST be credited to its respective source, regardless of 
how it is presented in your paper. 

 
Quote-Citation: 

In the classic tale, “Jack and Jill went up the hill to fetch a 
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