Wayland Multidisciplinary Writing Center
APA In-Text Citations

SpecificGuidelines

A completeAPA in-text citationincludesthe author’slast name, yeaof
publication,andpagenumberor range where thmformationis located,
and it looks like this: (Author, year, p.#).

As with anydocumentation style, there are a varigtyvays to correctly
presenguotesandin-text citations.This helpsto providevariedsentence
structure and to avoid dull writing.

Herearesomeexamples:

x “JackandJill went upthe hill to fetcha pail of water” (Jones,
2000, p.1).

x Accordingto Joneg2000),JackandJill hadonly goneto securea
water supply (p. 1).

x Jonegq2000)wrotethat “JackandJill went upthehill to fetcha
pail of water” (p. 1).

Whenusingsignalphrases, uspasttenseor presenperfecttense.

Forexample:Kelvin (2003)foundthatthe...” OR*Kelvin (2003)has foundhatthe...”

Examples

Citing Two Worksby the SameAuthor Publishedn the SameYear:

Whenciting two sourcedy the sameauthorin thesame year, use lowense letterga, b, c)with
the yearto differentiatethe entriesin thereference listAlso, usethe same lowercase lettersvith
the year in the Htext citation.

X As statedby Smith(2012a)thebrainbecomes moractivewhenexposedo light,
explaining why artificial light, like television, can affect sleep (p. 254).

X Smith (2012b)also concedethat“whenapersoniosessleep thebodykeepdrackand
creates a ‘sleep deficit” (p. 670).



Citing aWork byTwo Authors:

Bothauthors’namesappear irparenthesesr in thesignalphrasesachtime youcite thework.
Use the word “and” between authors’ names within the text. However, you should use the
ampersand (&) between the names in parentheses.

X AsZhangandLiu (2012)stated,This articleaimsto contributeo theexisting literature
in two main aspects” (p. 1490).

X “This articleaimsto contributeto theexisting literaturen two mainaspects{Zhang &
Liu, 2012, p.1490).

Citing aWork by Threeto Five Authors:

The first ime you cite the source, you must list all the authors in the gitpnase or in
parentheses heword "and"appeardetweerthe authorshameswithin thetext, andthe
ampersand (&) appears in the parentheses.

X Morriss,Bogart,Meiners,andDorchak(2011)concededhat“diversificationmakes
sense only if the new sources of energy are-efisttive and reliable” (p. 19).

When subsequently citing the same work, use only the first author's last name followed by "et
al." in the signaphrase or in p&ntheses. Also, if it is the first time within a paragraph to
mentionthat particulareference, includthe yearof publicationin parentheseafter“et al.” You

may omit the year frorthe reference if it is repeated within that same paragraph.

X Morriss et al. (2011) also wrote, “The best vimgncourage development of new
technologiess notfor thegovernmento select some favoreshesandsubsidizehem

(p.19).

Citing a Workby Six or More Authors:

The first author’dast namewill appear followed b{et al.” in boththesignalphraseand the
parentheses.

x Ammariet al.(2014)wrotethat“both the preservednddeteriorateghatternsalso exist in
the general population” (p. 355).

X As previouslynoted, “boththepreservednddeteriorategatterns also exist ie
general population” (Ammari et al., 2014, p. 355).



Citing aWork with No Author:

If asourcedoesnot list its authoryou mayusetheentiresourcetitle in the signalphrase or
shorten théitle and cite it inthe parenthetical reference. Title§ booksand reportsvill be



X According to the American Educational Research Association (1992) [hereafter referred
to asthe AERA], “In 1982 theaverage numbesf Carnegieunits... earned iragriculture
by all high school students in the United States was 0.2” (p. 61).

Citing andFormattinga Block Quote:

As with otherdocumentatiostyles,APA requiresspeciaformatting forblock quotes,
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